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EDUCATION:  

Ph. D. Economics, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, September 2005 
Laurea, Universita’ di Bologna, Magna cum Laude, Economics, 2000 
Exchange Program University of California Berkeley 1998-99	 

POSITIONS: 
	  

Professor, Business and Public Policy Group, Haas School of Business, University of California Berkeley, 
July 2024 - present 
Associate Professor, Business and Public Policy Group, Haas School of Business, University of California 
Berkeley, July 2020 – July 2024 
Co-Director, Clausen Center for International Business and Policy, March 2022 - present 

	 Associate Professor of Economics, University of British Columbia, July 2013 – June 2022 
Assistant Professor of Economics, University of British Columbia, July 2005 – June 2013 

VISITING POSITIONS: 

	 Visiting Assistant Professor, University of Chicago Booth School of Business, August 2009-June 2010 
	 Visiting Associate Professor, Stanford University, August 2017 – July 2018 

OTHER AFFILIATIONS: 

Research Associate, National Bureau of Economic Research (ITI and POL), 2019 – present 
Research Associate, Centre for Economic and Policy Research, 2018 – present 
CESifo Research Network Fellow 2023 – present 
Faculty Research Fellow, National Bureau of Economic Research (ITI and POL), 2009 – 2019 
Fellow, Canadian Institute for Advanced Research (CIFAR), 2007 – 2020 
Distinguished Scholar at the Sauder School of Business, September 2017 - 2020 
Advisory Committee Member, Empirical Investigations in International Trade (EIIT), 2006 – 2019 

EDITORIAL POSITIONS 

	 Co-Editor, Canadian Journal of Economics, July 2015 – July 2017 
	 Co-Editor, Journal of International Economics, September 2017 – 2023 
	 Associate Editor – Economics and Politics, June 2018 – Present 
	 Associate Editor – American Economic Journal: Policy, May 2025 - Present 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE: 
	  
UC Berkeley 
	 International Trade (Undergraduate) 
	 Macroeconomics in the Global Economy (MBA) 
	 Political Economy (PhD) 
	 Global Economic Environment (Executive MBA) 



The University of British Columbia 
International Trade (Undergraduate, Senior level) 
International Trade (Undergraduate, Junior level) 
International Trade (Graduate) 

Stanford University  
International Trade (Graduate) 

REFEREE EXPERIENCE: 

Quarterly Journal of Economics, Review of Economic Studies, Economics of Transition, Journal of Political 
Economy, Economic Journal, American Economic Review, Review of Economics and Statistics, Journal of Monetary 
Economics, Journal of the European Economic Association, Empirical Economics, Journal of International 
Economics, Journal of International Trade and Economic Development, Economica, Journal of Public Economics, 
Empirical Economics, European Journal of Political Research, Economics and Politics, Southern Economic 
Journal, Canadian Journal of Economics, Journal of the Japanese and International Economies, American 
Economic Journal- Macroeconomics 

HONORS, SCHOLARSHIPS, AND FELLOWSHIPS: 

2025	 Earl F. Cheit Award for Excellence in Teaching 
2017	 Killam Research Prize 
2015	 Bank of Canada Governor’s Award 
2013	 Harry G. Johnson Prize for the Best paper in the Canadian Journal of Economics 
2012	 CWEN Young Researcher Award 
2004	 Winner of the EIIT (Empirical Investigation in International Trade) Graduate Student Competition 
2000-2002	 Fellowship, Department of Economics, MIT  
2000	 	 Rotary Club Bologna “Best Graduate in Economics, Universita’ di Bologna 1998-1999” 
1999	 	 Dean’s honors list, UC Berkeley  

GRANTS: 

2006-2007:	 Grant of $10,000 from Initiative on Global Markets (Chicago GSB) for the project with Francesco 
Trebbi “Measuring Interest Groups’ Activity with an Application to Lobbying for Trade Policy” 

2007-2008:	 Grant of $15,000 from Initiative on Global Markets (Chicago GSB) for the project with Francesco 
Trebbi “Lobbying for Trade and the Industrial Organization of Special Interests” 

2007-2008:	 HSS Small Research Grant $3,000 for project “ Risk aversion and expected utility theory: An 
experiment with large and small stakes” 

2008-2009	 Grant of $15,000 from Initiative on Global Markets (Chicago GSB) for the project with Francesco 
Trebbi “The Industrial Organization of K Street: What Do Lobbyists Do? How Much are They 
Paid and Why?” 

2009-2012	 SSHRC Standard Grant $63,000 “Why are Lobbyists Paid?” 

2009-2010	 Hampton Grant $21,500 “Firm Heterogeneity and Ricardian Trade” 

2012-2015	 SSHRC Insight Grant $121,000 “Skill distribution as a source of productivity differences and 
international trade” 



2015-2018	 SSHRC Insight Grant $152,800 “International trade and the efficiency of matching between firms 
and workers” 

CONFERENCES AND PRESENTATIONS: 

2026	 University of Southern California, Hoover Institution Conference on Geoeconomics (Stanford), Becker 
Friedman Institute – IOG Spring Meeting (Chicago), SCCEI China Conference (UC Berkeley), Social 
Science Matrix (UC Berkeley), Becker Friedman Institute – IOG Summer Meeting (Stanford), Workshop 
on Money, Power and Democracy (UNSW Sydney), University of Melbourne 

2025	 Stanford University, University of Chicago, University of Chicago Booth School of Business, Harvard 
University, George Washington University, World Bank, Pennsylvania State University, Princeton 
University, NBER Political Economy Meeting, Becker Friedman Institute – IOG Fall Meeting (Chicago), 
(keynote) Journées Louis-André Gérard-Varet (Marseille), Summer School Villa Mondragone (Rome) 
“Markets and Governments: A theoretical appraisal” 

2024	 Yale University, Kellogg Northwestern, Columbia GSB Conference on Non-Market Effects of Market 
Power, UC Santa Cruz, Becker Friedman Institute - IOG Meeting Stockholm, (Keynote speaker) Venice 
Summer Institute, Bocconi University, Einaudi Institute for Economics and Finance, Stanford GSB 

2023	 Harvard Business School, LMU – Munich, Hong Kong University, Duke University 

2022	 (Keynote speaker) Empirical Investigations in International Trade at UC San Diego, Becker Friedman 
Institute-IOG Meeting at University of Chicago, Georgetown University, UC San Diego Seminar in 
Political Economy 

2021	 MIT-Harvard Seminar International Trade, NBER Economics and Politics of Mega-Firms Conference, 
Stanford University Graduate School of Business,  Strategy and the Business Environment Conference at 
the USC Marshall School of Business, Economics of Creative Destruction Conference, Virtual International 
Trade and Macroeconomics Seminar (U. Rochester), Princeton University, FAU Erlangen-Nürnberg 

2020	 US Census, Shanghai University of Finance and Economics, Federal Reserve Board of Governors, Duke 
Fuqua School of Business, 2020 Political Economy and Finance, Johns Hopkins SAIS, NBER ITI Winter 
meeting 

2019	 CIFAR IOG, BI Norwegian Business School, Paris School of Economics, UC Berkeley Haas School of 
Business, Duke University, Dartmouth College, Washington University in St Louis 

2018	 UC Berkeley Haas School of Business, UCLA Anderson School of Management, University of Warwick, 
London School of Economics, Syracuse University, West Coast Trade Workshop (UC Irvine), CIFAR IOG 
Group, University of Southern California, UC Santa Cruz, Stanford University, Political Economy 
Conference at Queen’s University, NBER Summer Institute Political Economy, Harvard University, 
Political Institutions and Economic Policy (PIEP) at Harvard University, UCLA Economics, Zurich ETH 

2017	 Stanford Graduate School of Business, CIFAR IOG Group, Hitotsubashi Conference on International Trade 
and FDI, Canadian Economics Association State of the Art Lecture, University of Virginia, SAIS Johns 
Hopkins 

2016	 UC San Diego, West Coast Trade Workshop (hosted by UC Berkeley), Bank of Canada Presentation at the  
Canadian Economics Association meetings, London School of Economics 

2015	 West Coast Trade Workshop (hosted by Stanford University), Rice University, McMaster Workshop in 
International Economics, CIFAR IOG Group, National University of Singapore, Hong Kong University of 
Science and Technology 

2014	 Bocconi University, Princeton University Summer Institute for International Economics Workshop, CIFAR, 
Empirical Investigations on International Trade (hosted by the University of Oregon), UC Merced, York 
University, University of Toronto 



2013	 West Coast Trade Workshop (University of Oregon), Cornell University, Syracuse University, CEPII - Paris 

2012	 University of Victoria, Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis 

2011	 CIFAR IOG group meeting (Toronto), NBER Political Economy Summer Institute , Columbia University 

2010	 Stanford GSB 

2009	 CIFAR IOG group meeting (Montreal), Columbia University, Conference on the New Political Economy of 
Trade (EUI –Florence), EIIE (Ljubljana, Slovenia), University of Chicago Booth School of Business, UC 
San Diego, UC Davis 

2008	 AEA Annual Meeting (New Orleans), Harris School at the University of Chicago, CIFAR (Toronto), 
Rotman School of Management at the University of Toronto, Penn State, Public Economics UK 2008 
(University of Warwick), Kellogg School of Management (MEDS) at Northwestern University, Canadian 
Economics Association meeting in Vancouver, Small Open Economies in a Globalized World conference in 
Waterloo, Econometric Society North American Summer Meeting (Pittsburgh,) PIER Conference on 
Political Economy, IIES Stockholm University, SCCIE Annual Conference (Santa Cruz,) Carleton 
University, Stanford University 

2007	 International Monetary Fund, University of Calgary, Universita’ di Bologna, Rimini Center for Economic 
Analysis (RCEA) 

2006	 CIAR (Vancouver), ISNIE Conference (Boulder)  

2005	 ERWIT-CEPR (Rotterdam), NBER Summer Institute, International Trade and Investment Group 
(Cambridge, MA), Brown University, University of Colorado Boulder, The University of British Columbia, 
Boston University, Boston College, University of Chicago GSB, Stanford GSB, Kellogg School of 
Management, University of Texas-Austin, London School of Economics, Institute for International 
Economic Studies, Johns Hopkins SAIS, Federal Reserve Board of Governors, Pennsylvania State 
University 

2004	 EIIT (Empirical Investigations in International Trade) – Santa Cruz, CA 
	 IADB (Inter-American Development Bank) Research Seminar 

PUBLICATIONS 

Matilde Bombardini, “Firm Heterogeneity and Lobby Participation”, Journal of International Economics, Volume 
75, Issue 2, July 2008, pp. 329-348 

Matilde Bombardini and Francesco Trebbi “Votes or Money? Theory and Evidence from the US Congress”, Journal 
of Public Economics, Volume 95, Issues 7-8, August 2011, pp. 587-611 

Matilde Bombardini and Francesco Trebbi “Competition and Political Organization: Together or Alone in Lobbying 
for Trade Policy?” Journal of International Economics, Volume 87, Issue 1, May 2012, pp. 18-26 

Matilde Bombardini, Christopher Kurz and Peter Morrow “Firm Heterogeneity and Ricardian Trade: the Impact of 
Domestic Competition on Export Performance.” Canadian Journal of Economics, Volume 45, Issue 2, May 2012, 
pp. 585–612 

Matilde Bombardini, Giovanni Gallipoli and Germán Pupato “Skill Dispersion and Trade Flows”, American 
Economic Review, Volume 102 Issue 5, August 2012, pp. 2327-48 



Matilde Bombardini and Francesco Trebbi “Risk Aversion and Expected Utility Theory: An Experiment with Large 
and Small Stakes”, Journal of the European Economic Association, Volume 10, Issue 6, December 2012, pp. 
1348-99	 

Matilde Bombardini, Giovanni Gallipoli and Germán Pupato “Unobservable Skill Dispersion and Comparative 
Advantage.” Journal of International Economics Volume 92, Issue 2, March 2014, pp. 317-329	  

Bertrand, Marianne, Matilde Bombardini, and Francesco Trebbi. “Is It Whom You Know or What You Know? An 
Empirical Assessment of the Lobbying Process.” American Economic Review Volume 104, Issue 12, December 
2014: 3885-3920. 

Matilde Bombardini, Gianluca Orefice and Maria Tito “Does Exporting Improve Matching? Evidence from French 
Employer-Employee Data” Journal of International Economics Volume 117, March 2019, pp. 229-41 

Matilde Bombardini and Bingjing Li “Trade, Pollution and Mortality in China” Journal of International 
Economics Volume 125, July 2020. 

Matilde Bombardini and Francesco Trebbi “Empirical Models of Lobbying” Annual Review of Economics Volume 
12, August 2020: pp.391-413.  

Marianne Bertrand, Matilde Bombardini, Ray Fisman and Francesco Trebbi “Tax-Exempt Lobbying: Corporate 
Philanthropy as a Tool for Political Influence” American Economic Review Volume 110(7), July 2020: 
pp.2065-2102. 

Matilde Bombardini, Keith Head, Maria Tito and Ruoying Wang “How the Breadth and Depth of Import 
Relationships Affect the Performance of Canadian Manufacturers” Canadian Journal of Economics November 
2020, 54(4). 

Marianne Bertrand, Matilde Bombardini, Raymond Fisman, Brad Hackinen and Francesco Trebbi “Halls of Mirrors: 
Corporate Philanthropy and Strategic Advocacy” Quarterly Journal of Economics, November 2021, 136(4): 
pp.2413-2465. 

Matilde Bombardini, Bingjing Li and Francesco Trebbi “Did U.S. Politicians Expect the China Shock?” American 
Economic Review, Volume 113, Issue 1, January 2023, pp. 174-209. 

Matilde Bombardini, Olimpia Cutinelli-Rendina and Francesco Trebbi “Lobbying Behind the Frontier” in U. Akcigit 
and J. Van Reenen, (eds.) The Economics of Creative Destruction, Harvard University Press, 2023. 

Matilde Bombardini and Francesco Trebbi “The Political Power of Firms” in D. Acemoglu and J. Robinson, 
(eds.) Handbook of Political Economy, Volume 2, North Holland, Forthcoming. 

Matilde Bombardini, Francesco Trebbi and Miao Ben Zhang “Measuring the Costs and Benefits of Regulation” 
Annual Review of Economics, Volume 17, 2025, pp. 345–365. 

Marianne Bertrand, Matilde Bombardini, Raymond Fisman, Francesco Trebbi and Eyub Yegen “Investing in 
Influence: Investors, Portfolio Firms and Political Giving” Review of Economic Studies, accepted August 2025, 
published in advance access. 

RESEARCH PAPERS 

Matilde Bombardini, Andres Gonzalez-Lira, Bingjing Li and Chiara Motta “The Cost of Buying American” Revise 
and resubmit American Economic Review 



Matilde Bombardini, Frederico Finan, Nicolas Longuet-Marx, Suresh Naidu and Francesco Trebbi “Climate Politics 
in the United States” NBER Working Paper No. 34120, August 2025. 

Matilde Bombardini and Francesco Trebbi “Gains from Distortions in Congested City Networks” 

Matilde Bombardini, Giovanni Gallipoli and Germán Pupato “How Robust is the Skill-Dispersion-Complementarity 
Hypothesis?”  

RESEARCH IN PROGRESS 
	  

Matilde Bombardini, Haichan Fao and Bingjing Li “Exports and Emission Intensity in China: Destination Matters” 

Matilde Bombardini, Bingjing Li and Ruoying Wang “Import Competition and Innovation: Theory and Evidence 
from China” December 2017  

Marianne Bertrand, Matilde Bombardini, Raymond Fisman, Juan Felipe Riaño and Francesco Trebbi “Insider-
Initiated Corporate Philanthropy: An Empirical Assessment of the Friedman Hypothesis” 


	2006-2007: Grant of $10,000 from Initiative on Global Markets (Chicago GSB) for the project with Francesco Trebbi “Measuring Interest Groups’ Activity with an Application to Lobbying for Trade Policy”

